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DEFENSE FOR SECRETARY SCHLESINGER FROM THE AMBASSADOR 
E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OVIP (SCHLESINGER, JAMES R) US, UK 
SUB J : VISIT OF SECRETARY SCHLESINGER TO UK - PRIME 
MINISTER'S INVITATION 

1. JOHN MAYNE, MASON'S PARLIAMENTARY PRIVATE SECRETARY, 
CALLED EMBOFF TO ASK THAT EMBASSY CONVEY ON AN 
"URGENT BASIS" PRIME MINISTER WILSON'S INVITATION TO 
SECRETARY SCHLESINGER THAT SECDEF AND AMBASSADOR LUNCH 
WITH HIM AND MASON AT CHEQUERS AT 1230 SATURDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 27, REPEAT 27. 

2. NATURALLY, EMBOFF INQUIRED IF MASON KNEW IF THE PM 
HAD ANYTHING SPECIFIC ON HIS MIND AND JOHN MAYNE MADE THE 
FOLLOWING POINTS: (A) THE INVITATION WAS A SPONTANEOUS 
ONE FROM THE PM WHO CALLED UP MASON AND SAID HE 
WANTED "TO TALK AT LENGTH WITH YOU; (B) THE PM HAS NEVER 
MET YOU, BUT HAS HEARD A LOT ABOUT YOU., THAT THERE ARE 

A "LOT OF REPORTS ABOUT YOUR STATURE IN WASHINGTON" 
(NOTING THAT IN ENGLAND SECDEFS ARE NOT PARTICULARLY HIGH 
IN THE GOVERNMENT PECKING ORDER, WHEREAS IN THE US THE 
OPPOSITE IS TRUE), AND BECAUSE OF IT THE PM FEELS IT IS 
"IMPORTANT TO GET TO KNOW YOU BETTER". AS AN OBSERVATION 
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NOTED THAT ,THE PM DOES NOT VERY OFTEN DO THIS KIND OF A 
THING". ALSO, MAYNE SAID THAT MASON WAS VERY IMPRESSED 
WITH YOUR WARNING TO HIM AT THE MONTEREY NPG MEETING 
"NOT TO CUT THE DEFENSE BUDGET" AND THAT WHEN THIS WAS 
REPORTED TO THE PM, IT WAS THE PM WHO DISCOUNTED IT SAY- 
ING THAT IT WAS NATURAL FOR A DEFENSE MINISTER "TO TAKE 
SUCH A LINE". 

3. MAYNE SAID THAT MASON IS MOST HOPEFUL YOU WILL 
ACCEPT AND THAT HE FEELS ACCEPTANCE "WOULD BE VERY GOOD 
FOR US". FINALLY, MAYNE SAID THAT THE SIZE OF THE LUNCHEON 
GUEST LIST "IS NEGOTIABLE IF SECDEF WANTS TO BRING SOME 
OTHERS WITH HIM". AT PRESENT IT IS LIMITED TO FOUR: PM 

AND MASON, YOU AND I. 

4. SINCE MASON AND PRIME MINISTER ARE WELL AWARE THAT 
YOUR DEPARTURE FOR DENMARK IS SCHEDULED FOR FRIDAY, AND 
SINCE THEY KNOW THAT VISITS TO FRG AND FRANCE FOLLOW, 

AND THAT YOU WILL ALREADY HAVE HAD A SHORT MEETING WITH 
PM ON THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 1 BELIEVE PRIME MINISTER'S 
INVITATION IS PROMPTED MORE THAN SIMPLY "BY WANTING TO 
MEET YOU.2. HE MUST HAVE A SPECIFIC PURPOSE AND MOTIVE IN 
MIND - HIS INVITATION COMING AS IT DOES ON THE LAST 
WORKING DAY BEFORE THE LABOR PARTY CONFERENCE. 

5. I APPRECIATE THAT A RETURN FLIGHT TO ENGLAND WILL 
CAUSE BOTH INCONVENIENCE AND DISRUPTION TO YOUR ALREADY 
CAREFULLY ARRANGED SCHEDULE. HOWEVER, I URGE STRONGLY THAT 
YOU ACCEPT THE PRIME MINISTER'S INVITATION AND CONVEY 

SUCH ACCEPTANCE IMMEDIATELY. 

RICHARDSON 
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